DATE: March 13, 2020
SUBJECT: EVP Update on Travel

Dear Sponsors,
This email contains important updates regarding the rapidly evolving COVID-19 situation.

Yesterday, the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) announced that all ECA-funded exchange
program travel to, through, and/or from countries at CDC Alert Level 2 and above, or State Department
Level 3 and above, are suspended for 60 days beginning March 11, 2020. As the State Department has
now issued a Global Level 3 travel advisory, this suspension applies to all countries.

Although private sector programs are not specifically governed by this suspension, ECA asks all
private-sector Exchange Visitor Program sponsors to follow this guidance as they make decisions
regarding exchange visitors who have not yet entered the United States. ECA also encourages sponsors
to continue to follow guidance for ECA-funded programs as the situation evolves, particularly with
respect to future exchange visitor recruitment (e.g., for summer or fall programs).

This approach should help to protect the health, safety, and welfare of program participants and the
American public, and to avoid undermining U.S. foreign policy objectives, compromising national
security, and bringing the Department or the Exchange Visitor Program into notoriety or disrepute.

ECA refers sponsors to the CDC’s guidance encouraging institutes of higher education to consider
postponing or canceling student foreign exchange programs and President Trump’s March 11, 2020,
30-day travel ban (effective March 13, 11:59 p.m. ET) on foreign nationals traveling to the United States

from 26 European countries.

ECA also encourages sponsors to provide their current exchange visitors with CDC and other official
travel guidance regarding their personal travel decisions.

Sincerely,

Office of Private Sector Exchange


https://www.state.gov/temporary-pause-of-international-exchange-programs-due-to-covid-19/
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fstudent-foreign-travel.html&data=02%7C01%7CCaudillC%40state.gov%7C22d7d06a8eaa40e6e61208d7c73d722b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637196939039508907&sdata=QVOgKLyTt6Hl2aidH8tHGdswQuj685NbP7n8lPTzl0E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2Fproclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCaudillC%40state.gov%7C22d7d06a8eaa40e6e61208d7c73d722b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637196939039513886&sdata=kLe%2BVpmiVPj2t%2F%2BlZ92nMqW95AAwa6ZosTVqafXM%2Frg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2Fproclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus%2F&data=02%7C01%7CCaudillC%40state.gov%7C22d7d06a8eaa40e6e61208d7c73d722b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637196939039513886&sdata=kLe%2BVpmiVPj2t%2F%2BlZ92nMqW95AAwa6ZosTVqafXM%2Frg%3D&reserved=0

